A Message from Sister Elizabeth
2021 was a very special year at the
Orthopedic Training Center (OTC).
Despite sharing the rest of the
world’s concern about COVID-19,
here on our compound we had a
major reason to rejoice: 2021 was the
OTC’s Diamond Jubilee year. Such a
year honors either a significant event
related to a person or the 60th
anniversary of an institution’s founding. For us, last year marked 60 years since the
OTC ministry began. As is appropriate to a jubilee, it was time to share memories, to
celebrate “miracles,” and to give thanks for both.
We recalled and retold the OTC story that began in 1961 when Brother Tarcisius de
Ruyter SVD determined to turn into positive, concrete action his passion to improve
the lives of the physically challenged. A man of many gifts, he shared his knowledge
and skills to form well-qualified technicians, faced many challenges, and with untiring
zeal remained faithful to his vision until his death. The attempts of the administration
and staff to emulate Brother Tarcisius-- his vision, his courage, and his example—
continue to this day.
The OTC is a place where joy is so often evident despite the pain and suffering that are
also present. We attempt to address the latter in every way possible without having to
abandon joy. Therefore, knowing that a jubilee year is a time of celebration, we were
happy to recognize our 60th year and also to participate in the many other joyful
celebrations that enlivened 2021. Birthdays and anniversaries, successful surgeries,
amazing healing, first independent steps, good report cards, graduations: We can
almost always find a reason to be happy. You will find examples of those reasons in
photos and text throughout the following pages. The OTC community at every level is
grateful to each person who helped to make that happiness possible.
On a personal note, I am very grateful that I was blessed to be here for the OTC’s 25th,
50th, and 60th anniversaries. Although we faced many challenges last year, I knew
that the OTC was six decades strong and still focused on its mission. Each day I was
aware of the generous support of our staff, our donors, and our volunteers. Their love
and hope transform lives on a daily basis. For my part, I serve with a very grateful
heart. To sum up 2021: It was a very good year!
Sister Elizabeth Newman, SSND
Managing Director

UK Donors Keep on Giving…
In order that you may understand the value to the OTC of our gifts from England,
we are introducing this tribute by giving you a short background on their origin
and purpose.
From its beginning, the OTC has welcomed
amputees in need of prosthetics, despite the
fact that the cost of the parts required to
make those items is exorbitant. At the same
time, many countries, including England,
cannot by law re-use or recycle prosthetic
legs. The result was that in the past
thousands of limbs would end up in landfills.
That picture is very different today.

Heswall Rotary Members

In the early 1980’s an accountant from the UK who was working in Ghana came across
the OTC, and developed a friendship with Brother Tarcisius. He soon learned of
Brother’s desperate need for orthopedic appliances. Back in the UK, Brother’s new
friend contacted the Heswall Rotary Club to ask whether its members could offer
Brother any practical help. The result of that simple inquiry was the 1984 shipment to
the OTC of the first crate of discarded limbs. The rest is history, a history of
expansion, innovation, collaboration, and consistent, life-changing generosity.
Another wonderful collaboration that would benefit many of Ghana’s physically
challenged occurred in 2019, when The Heswall Rotary Club joined with Legs4Africa, a
charity in England, to create a system for providing parts to the OTC. Based on that
system, today’s Heswall Club members still collect and store discarded prosthetics.
However, now Legs4Africa collects those limbs and takes them to its charity’s
headquarters where some retired Englishmen dismantle them. Finally, “Legs” ships
only needed parts to the OTC. This collaboration has resulted in a great saving of time
and money and has “put thousands of amputees on their feet.” In addition, the OTC
recently signed a partnership agreement for a second program with “Legs” that offers
“Peer-counseling to support the Rehabilitation of Amputees in Ghana.”
Our relationship with these two groups is a constant
source of gratitude from Ghana’s OTC community. We
are especially grateful to Mervyn Davies of the Rotary
and to Tom Williams, founder of “Legs.” How could they
and their helpers not be part of our Diamond Jubilee
celebration, a time when we remember, we celebrate,
and we give thanks?
Tom Williams, founder of Legs4Africa

Physiotherapy: From Then ‘til Now
Sixty years ago, when the OTC first began to serve
people with disabilities, formal training in
physiotherapy was not available in Ghana. As a result,
Brother Tarcisius gratefully welcomed the volunteer
physios from other countries who offered to share their
skills here at the OTC. Didi Hawkins, whose photo is on
this page, came from England to do just that, and she
proceeded to work with and learn from Brother as did
Didi Hawkins, volunteer physiotherapist
from England
all the volunteers. Although they were very skilled, they
had much to learn about polio, rampant for many of those early years, since they did
not often see cases of children with that disease in their countries.
In 2021, the picture is a very different one. Because we are now
blessed to have academic training in Ghana, our present staff
includes four physiotherapists, one occupational therapist,
and one assistant physiotherapist from Ghana as well as a
volunteer physiotherapist from Japan. These physios put their
skills to work in many different ways on behalf of our patients,
ways that include the following:
• Consulting with new patients and reviewing current
patients
• Applying plaster of Paris and other treatments for our
club feet babies
Esther, physiotherapist,
• Attending to the cerebral palsy and daycare patients
works with CP child
• Engaging patients in general exercise and also providing individual treatment.
• Providing special physiotherapy for adult amputees.
• Offering individual therapy for patients from outside the OTC, such as
stroke patients.
The care that has been given to our patients for the last 60 years is another important
reminder during our Jubilee Year to remember, to celebrate, and to give thanks.

Gloria, asst physio (upper rt) and Vera,
physio (lower rt) work with club foot child

Modesta, occupational therapist,
works with CP daycare child

Gloria working with club foot child

Working to Transform Lives
This OTC Jubilee year has special meaning not only for
those who serve here today but also for those whose lives
have been transformed since its founding in 1961. Brother
Tarcisius began the workshop that year while polio was
rampant. Those who could no longer walk but had to
crawl along the ground remember. Brother knew well
that he had a daunting task
Brother Tarcisius in workshop in the 60’s before him, but he also had in
his possession two keys to
success-- a vision of possibilities for persons with
disabilities and his passion to transform that vision into
reality. His tenacity in holding on to both of those gifts
resulted in the establishment of a training centre that today
continues to offer the prosthetic and orthotic devices that
Brother Tarcisius teaching one of
give dignity, hope, and the possibility of a productive life.
his apprentices

It all started on a small area of land in a small building with a few local boys who did
not have an advanced education but did have Brother Tarcisius, a master teacher.
Those boys learned not only how to make appliances but also how to select the best
cow leather, making sure it came from the right part of the animal. Brother often said,
“It is very important to teach others, or everything will collapse.” He had a very keen
eye and made it clear that he expected nothing less than excellence.
The present workshop is physically much larger and
has many more technicians than it did in 1961. The
extension added this year gives more space for both
technicians and the machines that they use. It also
allows us to meet the ISPO (International Society of
Prostheses and Orthotics) requirements for
appropriate space between machines. Today you will
Expanded workroom space provides a
see at those machines that there are also a number of
welcoming machine room
female technicians who work alongside their colleagues to produce the devices on
which our patients depend. Over the years, the workshop has acquired more
machines and different methods of making the needed
appliances. In the Splint Department, for example we
use PVC pipe to mold leg and foot splints for our
young patients. Although inexpensive, PVC (polyvinyl
chloride) is strong, durable, and light—perfect for
small children. Each year up to 2000 appliances in 13
separate categories are hand-crafted by qualified
technologists to the individual requirements of
View of the present workshop
babies, children, and adults.

Technician working on shoes

Technician works in the extension space

Two technicians at work in the
machine room

Our future is exciting, offering so much to look forward
to. Some examples: The Brother Tarcisius Prosthetic and
Orthotic Training College (BTPOTC) will continue to
provide the workshop with well-qualified technicians.
More women are showing an interest in this field. We
continue to be open to new ways of working. We are
Technician working on splints
considering that in the near future we might establish a
satellite workshop in the north of Ghana. Blessed with financial support, we have been
able to buy the necessary materials so that our work can continue while we continue
to put our patients first and to make excellence our hallmark. Those two 60-year-old
goals have stood the test of time. During this Jubilee Year we celebrate their long lives.

Distribution of Appliances Made
at the OTC Workshop
2019-2021
2019

2020

2021

1400
1230
1200
1000

857

800

700

600
400
200

302 365
290

226
208 170

116
108
12 3 5

0

466 463
402
151

205
3 7 14

90
87

The Trek Continues
In 2021 the very important Trek
program, the carrier of our services to
those at a distance from the OTC, was
greatly affected by the presence of
COVID. However, although a normal
schedule was not possible, our team
did visit three (instead of 25) stations
in the north that allowed many
Techs Emmanuel (l) and Renault (r) travel with Raphael
patients to travel to them. This solution to the COVID problem was not ideal, but it
was a way of providing an opportunity to patients to be reviewed, to be measured for
new appliances, and—in the case of first-time patients—to be assessed.
This year Mr. Anthony Osei led our trek team in the absence of
Mr. Raphael Dzameshie who was away for several months with
a patient needing special surgeries. While on trek, the team
went six times to St. John of God Hospital in the Brong Ahafo
region. We have worked with this hospital for many years.
Many surgeries are done there both by our Ghanaian
orthopedic surgeon and by our surgeons who come to us
from abroad.
A mother seeks help for her
two children

At the OTC we are hoping that 2022 will see us back
working in more areas so that our patients will not have to travel far to receive
our assistance. We are very grateful to Kal Tire for continuing to support our
Trek program, and on behalf of all those who are helped because of that
company’s help, we offer a sincere Thank You!
PATIENTS SEEN ACROSS REGIONS IN 2021
MONTHS
JAN
FEB
MAR
APR
MAY
JUN
JUL
AUG
SEP
OCT
NOV
DEC
TOTAL

CENTRAL/
WESTERN
ZONE
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

ASHANTI/
BRONG
ZONE
34
0
33
0
29
0
28
0
0
32
0
30
186

VOLTA
ZONE
0
20
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
20

NORTHERN/
UPPER
REGIONS
ZONES
260
0
0
0
0
0
0
138
0
0
0
0
398

TOTALS

294
20
33
0
29
0
28
138
0
32
0
30
604

Raphael measures a patient for calipers

Let’s see how we can walk

Anthony examines a patient

NUMBER OF PATIENTS SEEN ON TREK
2020 and 2021
2021

700

2020

588
600
500
400
294
300
200
132

66

100

20

0

0
JAN

FEB

0
33
MAR

0
APR

29

138

0

20

0

MAY

JUN

0
28
JUL

37
AUG

0
SEP

32

59

0

0

OCT

NOV

38
30
DEC

Statistics
DETAILED CASES SEEN AT ORTHOPEDIC TRAINING CENTRE
Diocese: Koforidua

District: Nsawam Adoagyiri Region: Eastern

January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021
OUT PATIENT
Age Group

IN PATIENT

Male
158

Female
123

Total
281

Male
14

Female
9

1 - 4 years

792

674

1,466

10

9

19

5 - 17 years

663

691

1,354

12

20

32

1,428

1,347

2,775

70

33

103

419

533

952

17

10

27

3,460

3,368

6,828

123

81

204

<1

18 - 59 years
60 years and above
Total

Types of Cases Treated

Total
23

NEW CASES TREATED

REVIEW CASES TREATED

Male

Male

Polio

Female

Total

Female

Total

19

15

34

194

276

470

Amputations

172

109

281

947

629

1,576

Leg Deformities

411

388

799

500

533

1,033

5

3

8

5

4

9

Spinal

112

196

308

115

241

356

Congenital

225

175

400

519

458

977

All Others

131

163

294

105

178

283

1,075

1,049

2,124

2,385

2,319

4,704

Spastic

Total Cases Treated

NEW CASES
Causes of Amputation

Male

Female

OLD CASES
Total

Male

Female

Total

Birth Deformity

4

0

4

36

51

87

Buruli Ulcer

7

5

12

13

17

30

41

57

98

242

241

483

Osteomyelitis

4

1

5

27

42

69

Fracture

4

6

10

58

22

80

Snake Bite

2

3

5

7

12

19

Industrial Accident

10

1

11

55

1

56

Home Accident

14

7

21

42

17

59

Road Traffic Accident

60

18

78

356

135

491

16
10
172

8
3
109

24
13
281

75
36
947

71
19
628

146
55
1,575

Diabetes

Gangrene
Cancer
Total

NEWLY DIAGNOSED CASES ACROSS YEAR AND GENDER GROUPS
AS OF 2021
2018
DIAGNOSED CASES

2019

Male

Female

19

33

25

15

10

Amputation

197

122

174

108

Leg/Arm Deformities

386

411

394

Spastic

10

3

Spinal

79

Congenital
All Others

Polio

TOTAL

Male

2020

Female

Male

2021

Female

Male

Female

17

19

15

158

89

172

109

367

376

374

411

388

26

17

3

4

5

3

147

65

122

77

145

112

196

274

227

229

183

176

128

225

175

69

94

104

101

84

103

131

163

1,034

1,037

1,017

913

884

860

1,075

1,049

TOP TEN CAUSES OF OPD ATTENDANCE
2019-2021
2019

2020

2021

350
320
308
289

300

250

222

221

211

212

187
173

200

192
180
152

168
156
151

150
125
117
111

114
99 95

107
99

100

75

73
60 51
50

0

Spinal

Cerebral
Palsy

65
50 43

Bowleg Knock-Knee Other Above-Knee Fracture Below-Knee Club Feet Erb's Palsy
UL/LL Amputation
Amputation
Deformities

COMPARISON OF NEWLY DIAGNOSED CASES
PATIENTS AGES 0-17
2019-2021
2019

2020

2021

195
200
180
160
140
120
100
80
60
40
20
0

171
151 146

145
119

115

93
75

71
55 51

43

83
65

56
48

38
26

Bowleg
(Genus Vara)

Knock-Knee
(Genus Valga)

Other UL/LL
Deformities

Club Feet

Other

Erb’s Palsy

12

Osteomyelitis

38

40
35

30

104

28

26

30
25 26

28

25
20

17

15
12

15

10

10

6

8

6

10

8
3

5

5
2

3

1

0
Fracture

Flat Feet

Perthese
Disease

Amputation

Arthrogryposis

Waist/Hi Pain

Phocomelia

40
35
30
24
25
20
14 13

15
10
4

5

7

14
7

8

9
4

5

5

2

3

2

4

5

0
Spastic

Spinal

Spina Bifida

Micromelia

Club Hand

AFP Polio

6

All Children Are God’s Gift
Just as was true of life around the globe in 2021, life at the OTC was affected by the
challenges of COVID-19 and its OMICRON variant. However, although our numbers
were down for admission, we were united in our efforts to keep both joy and hope
alive for those in our care--the children who had remained with us on our compound
as well as those who came to us in serious need of our assistance.

Sister Elis happily hugs the children

Enjoying being out in the fresh air

Happy 5th Birthday Kobe

Blessing holds her special
Christmas gift

We continued to welcome home those who had
undergone surgery, to persevere in encouraging
and supporting education, and to celebrate in
special ways all birthdays and holidays. We even
managed to safely carry out the much
anticipated annual Christmas trip to a donorsponsored lunch at KFC. As we close 2021, we
aim as we do each year, to ensure that-whatever challenges lie ahead--all of our
children will continue to be safe, well cared for,
and much loved.

Christmas visit to KFC

Eva radiates Christmas joy

When Emmanuel is sick. he has a
good friend in Baffour

Saying goodbye to Timothy
as he heads to high school
Emmanuel is ready to blow
out his birthday candles

Children at work in the classroom

Grace and Sister listen to the doctor

Sister Cecilia teaches Grace to swim

Children enjoy coloring

Sister says December goodbye to Kofi

The College: Challenges and Achievements
In 2021 the BTPOTC (Brother Tarcisius Prosthetics & Orthotics
College) admitted its 9th class of students (five females and 7
males) whose goal was to earn a diploma in Prosthetics &
Orthotics Technology. Those students ended the year in good
standing and will report back to the College on the 10th of January
to begin their second academic year. The new January date is the
result of the change in the academic calendar caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Showing proof of
vaccination

Students examining and
measuring a patient

In another response to the virus, on April 1 the College was able to
vaccinate 92% of its staff and student population with the help of the
Eastern Regional Health Directorate. This accomplishment has made
the campus a safe place and has encouraged on-site teaching and
learning to continue during the pandemic. Personal protective
equipment received from the Ministry of Health and CHAG (Christian
Health Association of Ghana) also contributed to providing protection
to our students and to the others on campus.

Achievements for the BTPOTC during the past year included
the receipt of a 100% score on its 2021 Allied Health Licensure
Examinations. In November all 18 students presented for those
exams passed them and have been awarded licenses to
practice as Prosthetics and Orthotics technicians. The students
will graduate at the KNUST (Kwame Nkrumah University of
Science and Technology) virtual ceremony in January 2022.

Mike Murphy, volunteer teacher,
with some of his students

In the beginning of 2021, the BTPOTC signed a Memorandum of Understanding with
the Thomas Moore University in Belgium. This agreement will result in the
implementing of a blended learning program between students of these two
institutions. It will also offer the opportunity for higher education in Prosthetics and
Orthotics at the Thomas More University in Belgium.

Nana Adjei, instructor,
supervising student

Students and staff of BTPOTC

Graduate Abdulmahim
with Sister

Having responsibly met the challenges of COVID-19 and at the same time achieving a
successful academic record, the College is now ready to close a good year and
welcome a new one.

Warms Hearts and Helping Hands
Volunteers who come to the OTC generously share with us their time, their skills, and
their culture. Unfortunately, many who wanted to come this past year were prevented
by COVID from doing so. We did, however, have some who were able to spend time
with us, time that we both appreciated and enjoyed.
Taka had been a JICA (Japan
International Cooperation
Agency) volunteer at the OTC
for two and a half years. We
were delighted when he
agreed to our request that he
consider coming back to the
OTC this year. He is now a
private volunteer, and
Taka, volunteer physio and
Dominic, outpatient
everyone is so happy to have
him with us. Taka is a very dedicated physiotherapist and works
with all our patients. You often hear patients asking “Where’s
Taka with Abraham
Taka?” when they don’t see him. He is called on to work with the
general exercise of the children, helping Gifty, Angie, and Abraham learn to walk. He
is also often seen in front of the mirror with Abraham as he helps him with his speech.
In addition, Taka works with the amputees and is frequently asked to see patients who
come for therapy. We recognize that he is a special man and will miss him when he
returns to Japan in March.
BL and Dutch, who have been
coming to the OTC for five months
each year since 2018, were back with
us in 2021. Although they assist us in
many and varied ways, their
expertise is in wheelchairs. They
were a great help to us in fitting our
CP children into their new
wheelchairs. (The photo of BL and
Dutch on this page includes the
BL and Dutch (on rt) with 2 donors and
some of the children
Shepherd couple who obtained a
grant from the Latter Day Saints for the children’s wheelchairs.) In addition to
repairing wheelchairs, we also find Dutch cleaning, organizing, helping the
carpenters, and taking care of the many odds and ends so necessary in running the
OTC. Using her skills, BL does a great deal of administration work and gives time to
teaching the children. It always lifts our spirits to have them around.

Dutch earns a smile after he fits my
wheelchair for me

BL visits Kwadwo at the hospital

Lorinda, while living in Accra with
her husband and two of their
children, came to help us and ended
up a weekly volunteer. At times she
sat and read with some of the
children to help them improve their
reading. Sometimes she played
games or did craft work with them.
When her own children were not in
school, they would come with their
Lorinda (top row on r.), her son, and some friends
mom and help in a variety of ways.
Rebecca, an excellent
organizer, really
enjoyed being with the
children. Nathan
shared his musical
talent with them, and
then, during the
lockdown, he helped
those with online
school work. Although
Rebecca enjoyed time with the children
Nathan and Kobe become great friends
the family’s return to
the States saddened us, we are grateful for their time with us. For them and for all our
volunteers, we give thanks.

It Took an International Village
This past year we at the OTC learned in a very unusual way that
it can sometimes take an international village to raise a child.
In October of 2020 a 10-year-old girl, Eva, was brought to the
OTC by her older brother. He explained that his sister’s hands
had been badly burned with boiling water. We quickly realized
that the type of surgery and therapy needed would be impossible
to find in Ghana. In addition, because of the pandemic, no
surgeons would be traveling here from other countries for quite
a while. When I was talking to a donor a few days later, I shared
Eva’s story. To my surprise and relief, the donor knew a hand
specialist and offered to contact him. The hand surgeon,
Eva's brother brings
Professor Marco Lanzetta, is also the President of GICAM
her to the OTC
(Groupe International Chirurgiens Amis de la Main), a Swiss
charity that provides free treatment to children in Africa and Asia.

Eva in Switzerland hospital
after first surgery

During the next few months, we--the Professor, Eva, the
donor, and I—met weekly via skype. The Professor was able
to guide us and show us what therapy we could start for Eva
right away. Then the time came when it was necessary for
Eva to be brought to Switzerland for her surgery. From
there, she would go on to Rome for her physiotherapy. We
decided that Mr. Raphael Dzameshie, our assistant director,
would accompany Eva. He is an orthopedic technician, has
had experience with physiotherapy and has traveled abroad
several times.

Eva and Mr. Raphael left Ghana on April 18 of 2021 for the surgery on her left hand and
her follow-up therapy. They returned to Ghana on June 26 and went back for the
surgery on her right hand on September 26. On December 18 Eva and Mr. Raphael
arrived back at the OTC after two very successful surgeries. Today Eva is here and is
attending school, excited to be in a classroom with other children. One conversation
and an “international village” have changed this child’s life.

Loving spaghetti in Rome

In Rome for therapy

We are grateful to so many for the
amazing outcome of Eva’s story: to
Professor Lanzetta, Professor Lucchina,
and Professor Fusetti, the surgeons who
operated on Eva; to Mr. Lepri, Managing
Director of GICAM; to all the medical staff
at the Bellinzona hospital in Switzerland;
to the anonymous donor; to Dr. Barchitta,
the physiotherapist, and to the School
Sisters of Notre Dame in Rome who
provided a home for Eva and Mr. Raphael
during the long months of rehabilitation.
Everyone mentioned here exemplified
amazing generosity and proved by their
giving that sometimes it does indeed take
an international village to help a child.
–Sr. Elizabeth

Eva arrives at the OTC

Eva receives a warm welcome back

Now Eva walks happily off to school

Taking a test for school

The Doctor Is In
Ever since opening its doors in 1990, the New Life
Hospital has been a gift from its owners, Dr. and Mrs.
Amagatcher, to the OTC family. Their hospital and its
staff are always available to us, extending to each one
a warm, caring greeting. Our children are their
children and are, therefore, the recipients of great
affection and respect. New Life never hesitates to
offer a loving, healing place when any one of us is
Dr. Okpoti, Dr. Amagatcher, and Sister
wait to be entertained by the children
sick. If we call with a concern, day or night, in an
emergency or for a general check-up, the response is the same: “Bring them over.”
It seems only fitting that a 60th Jubilee year during which we remember, celebrate,
and give thanks would include a tribute to the doctor who is at the head of this
amazing place. Dr. Amagatcher is already well-known in Ghana because, despite
increased traffic and poor road conditions, he travels from Accra to Adoagyiri to see
patients. He has been with us for so long and so often that we believe we are qualified
to give him the tribute he deserves.
Dr. Amagatcher, as several staff members have said with conviction, “is a good person
in every way.” Others noted that “he helps people, urges us to be independent, and is
always checking on how we are.” He is a great doctor who is also kind and gentle.
Although he has a very big heart that can hold many people, he reserves a very special
place there for children. He knows how to talk to them and is always looking out for
their good. On many occasions his car will pull up here at the OTC with wonderful
food items for the children to enjoy.
Whenever I see him, he asks about the children and then about other patients that we
brought to him. He is keenly interested in each person because he understands that
we are all unique. He always thanks me for taking care of the children. However, the
truth is that I join with every other member of the OTC family in remembering all he
has done for us, celebrating his kindness, and thanking him for always being there for
us. We know that we are blessed to have you, Dr. Amagatcher, and we offer you from
each of us a very sincere Thank You!

Our doctor loves the children

Dr. Amagatcher and Sister discuss
patients’ progress

Gratefully Celebrating 60 Years
This year’s 60th jubilee celebration was smaller and
simpler than previous OTC celebrations. Because of both
COVID and the economic situation, we decided that it
would be inappropriate to spend a lot of money on
festivities. We managed nonetheless, with what was
mainly an in-house celebration, to acknowledge this
major milestone with grateful hearts and joyful spirits.

Jubilee Mass celebrated by
the SVD Provincial
Father Cyprian Kuppol

Blessing of New Building

Jubilee Health Fair

Enjoying fun time

The day before the event, we gifted the staff with a Health
Fair. They had their blood pressure taken and their blood
sugar tested. Personnel from the eye department at the
hospital came to check their sight. That day also had
games chosen so that staff and children could participate.
The next day began with a special Mass of thanksgiving
celebrated by the Provincial of the Divine Word
Missionaries. After Mass, the Provincial blessed the new
administration building. Following a few brief talks, the
children presented a play for a delighted audience. Next
was the presentation of long-service awards—one for
fifteen years and three for ten years. Last but not least,
participating in the final scheduled activity of the day,
everyone gathered to enjoy a delicious meal.
Old and young were
united on Jubilee day
in their appreciation
of the 60 years that
had resulted in this
very special OTC
place, this very special
OTC community.

Jubilee Game Day

Sister with Mr. Raphael Dzameshie and
staff who received long-service awards

Jubilee Refreshment Bar

OTC Needs for 2022
• Surgery for Children We hope to save time,
money, and long waits before scheduling
necessary operations by increasing our
fund for children’s surgery. The alternative
is to prepare and send out an urgent appeal
each time a child is in need. The small
amount in the fund that is currently set
aside for a child’s surgery does not come
close to covering the cost. Surgeries here
today cost from 2,500 cedis ($420) to
102,000 cedis ($17,000).

A child after surgery

• Feeding Program This
program is for the students
who attend our college. The
fees that we can charge for it
are set by the Ghana
government. We are allowed
to charge only 8.28 cedis
($1.38) a day for meals. We
BTPOTC students at lunch
cannot serve three meals with
that amount. In fact, we are spending 15.00 cedis ($2.50) a day for three meals.
That means that every day we are short 6.72 cedis ($1.12) for each student. In
cedis the students pay 1.000 cedis ($166) a term of 121 days for three meals,
whereas we use 1.815 cedis ($303) for three meals seven days each week. Are you
able to help us by sponsoring a student so that we can continue to serve each
one 3 nutritious meals daily? The cost of sponsorship would be 1,000 cedis
($167) for a term or 2,000 cedis ($334) for a year.
(Another option for you to consider would be a Student Scholarship of 4,355
Ghana cedis ($726) for one term or a scholarship of 8,712 Ghana cedis ($1,452) for
one academic year.)

• Lynette Williams CP Day Care takes
care of cerebral palsy children in our
area. The annual cost to the OTC of
running this program is 36,000 cedis
($6,000). In addition to covering
transportation and food for the
children, that cost includes salaries for
our own staff as well as for the essential
services provided by a physiotherapist,
CP Children
an occupational therapist, and a special
ed teacher. Any amount that you give in response to this need will help a child
receive care and at the same time enable a mom to work outside the home.
• College Library Our college is a very important presence on our compound.
For us it is a valued source of technicians and consultants for our workshop.
At present, the college library has quite a few books, but it lacks furnishing.
Having researched the cost of a printer and some tables and chairs, we will
need 25,000 Ghana cedis ($4,200).
If you would like to discuss any of these needs, please contact Sister Elizabeth
at +233 244 214 907 or liznewman3121@gmail.com

Where to Donate
Donations can be made to any of the following, all of which require that you
indicate for OTC Nsawam:
Divine Word Missionaries
PO. Box 6099
Techny, IL 60082-6099
Ghana Commercial Bank, Nsawam Branch
Account Number: 2161130000911
Sort Code: GHCBGHAC

NL95INGBO656565411
Missieprocuur SVD (for OTC)
P.O. Box 18
NL 4847 ZG Teteringen
Mobile Money +233 244 214 907

